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REF: SAN JOSE 3557 

FOLLOWING IS AN INFORMAL TRANSLATION OF A STATEMENT ISSUED 
BY THE VENEZUELAN FOREIGN MINISTRY AND CARRIED IN THE 
CARACAS PRESS SEPTEMBER 15: 

BEGIN QUOTE: THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN RELATIONS DENIES 
IN THE MOST CATEGORICAL FASHION THE INFORMATION TRANSMITTED 
BY AN INTERNATIONAL /NEWS/ AGENCY FROM WASHINGTON, 
ACCORDING TO WHICH THE GOVERNMENT OF VENEZUELA PROPOSED TO 
VARIOUS COUNTRIES JOINTLY TO REESTABLISH RELATIONS WITH CUBA 
OUTSIDE THE AGREEMENTS OF THE INTER-AMERICAN SYSTEM IN FORCE, 
BUT THAT COSTA RICA WAS FIRMLY OPPOSED. 

WITH RESPECT TO THIS MATTER. IT SHOULD BE CLARIFIED THAT THE 
POSITION OF THE GOVERNMENT OF VENEZUELA HAS BEEN FINAL AND 
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DEFINITE INSOFAR AS ITS JUDGMENT THAT AGREEMENT TO 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


SUSPEND THE MEASURES PRESENTLY IN FORCE AGAINST CUBA SHOULD 
BE TAKEN WITHIN THE OAS, LEAVING EACH NATION FREE TO ESTABLISH 
ITS DIPLOMATIC AND COMMERCIAL RELATIONS WITH THIS COUNTRY. 

THE INTER-AMERICAN SYSTEM, WHICH IS INADEQUATE FOR OUR 
TIMES, SHOULD BE THE OBJECT OF PROFOUND TRANSFORMATIONS, 
WITHOUT ANY QUESTION, BUT UNTIL THEY COME ABOUT THE 
JURIDICO-POLITICAL FORCE OF THE SYSTEM SHOULD BE PRESERVED. 

VENEZUELA HAVING BEEN THE COUNTRY WHICH REQUESTED THE 
APPLICATION OF THE MEASURES AGAINST CUBA NOW IN FORCE, THE 
NATIONAL GOVERNMENT CONSIDERS THAT ITS OBLIGATION IS YET 
GREATER TO OBEY THEM SO LONG AS THEY ARE IN EFFECT, WHILE 
AT THE SAME TIME REVIEWING THE SITUATION WHICH WAS EARLIER 
CREATED AND WAS OF A TRANSITORY NATURE, INASMUCH AS ITS 
ACTION COULD NOT AND CANNOT REALLY GO BEYOND THE VERY 
CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH MOTIVATED IT. 

AT NO TIME HAS THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT DISPLAYED 
AN INCLINATION TO RENEW RELATIONS WITH CUBA UNILATERALLY, 

NOR IS IT PROMOTING THE REESTABLISHMENT OF SUCH 

RELATIONS. THE GOVERNMENT OF VENEZUELA HAS SIMPLY EXPRESSED 

ITS CONCERN OVER THE INCREASING DETERIORATION 

OF THE INTER-AMERICAN SYSTEM, WHICH HAS BEEN MADE 

MINIFEST IN THE UNILATERAL DECISIONS ADOPTED BY VARIOUS LATIN 

AMERICAN COUNTRIES, WITH RESPECT TO THE CUBAN CASE. 

WITHIN THIS SCHEME OF THINGS WE HAVE ENDORSED 
THE INITIATIVE TAKEN BY THE GOVERNMENTS OF COLOMBIA AND COSTA 
RICA TO SUPPORT REVIEW OF THE MEASURES AGREED TO 
AGAINST CUBA SOME YEARS BACK, ALL OF WHICH WAS THE OBJECTIVE 
OF TH JOING COMMUNIQUE SIGNED BY THE FOREIGN MINISTERS OF 
COSTA RICA AND VENEZUELA ON AUGUST 29 OF THIS YEAR- WHICH WAS 
GIVEN THE WIDEST DISSEMINATION BY THE COMMUNICATIONS 
MEDIA, BOTH NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL-IN WHICH IS 
FIXED VERY CLEARLY THE POSITION OF THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT 
WITH RESPECT TO THE CUBAN CASE. 

THE GOVERNMENT OF VENEZUELA AGREES WITH THE MAJORITY OF 
THE COUNTRIES WHICH ARE MEMBERS OF THE OAS THAT IN THE PAST 
YEARS NEW AND DIFFERENT INTERNATIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES 
HAVE BEEN CREATED; THUS THE GOVERNMENT OF VENEZUELA HAS 
ALSO WELCOMED THE JUDGMENT THAT TODAY IN OUR HEMISPHERE 
THERE DO NOT PERSIST THE CONDITIONS PREVAILING WHEN THE OAS 
ADOPTED THE MEASURES WHICH WE NOW BELIEVE SHOULD BE THE 
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OBJECT OF SPECIAL REVIEW BY THE ORGAN OF CONSULTATION OF 
THE OAS. END QUOTE. 
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